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TIME PERIOD 2 DBQ 

Prompt: To what extent did revolutionary ideas change from 1754-1800? 

DOC 1: A report of the reaction of the stamp act 1765: 

There is a violent spirit of opposition raised on the Continent against the execution of the Stamp Act, the 
mob in Boston have carried it very high against Mr. Oliver the Secry (a Town born child) for his 
acceptance of an office in consequence of that act. They have even proceeded to some violence, and 
burnt him in Effigy &c. They threaten to pull down & burn the Stamp Office now building, and that they 
will hold every man as Infamous that shall presume to carry the Stamp Act into Execution; so that it is 
thought Mr. Oliver will resign. I don’t find any such turbulent spirit to prevail among us, if it should, the 
means are in our Hands to prevent any tumults or Insults; what the consequences may be in the 
Colonies who have no military force to keep the rabble in order, I cannot pretend to say. 

 

 

DOC 2: George Washington’s First Inaugural Address, 1789 

I behold the surest pledges, that as on one side no local prejudices, or attachments—no separate views, 
no party animosities, will misdirect the comprehensive and equal eye which ought to watch over this 
great assemblage of communities and interests; so, on the other, that the foundations of our national 
policy will be laid in the pure and immutable principles of private morality; and the pre-eminence of free 
government, be exemplified by all the attributes which can win the affections of its citizens, and 
command the respect of the world—I dwell on this prospect with every satisfaction which an ardent 
love of my country can inspire. Since there is no truth more thoroughly established, than that there 
exists in the œconomy and course of nature, an indissoluble union between virtue and happiness; 
between duty and advantage, between genuine maxims of an honest and magnanimous policy, and the 
solid rewards of public prosperity and felicity. Since we ought to be no less persuaded that the 
propitious smiles of heaven, can never be expected on a nation that disregards the eternal rules of order 
and right, which heaven itself has ordained. And since the preservation of the sacred fire of liberty, and 
the destiny of the republican model of government, are justly considered as deeply, perhaps as finally 
staked on the experiment entrusted to the hands of the American people. 

 

DOC 3: A plan for a new government, 1775 

The Course of Events, naturally turns the Thoughts of Gentlemen to the Subjects of Legislation and 
Jurisprudence, and it is a curious Problem what Form of Government, is most readily & easily adopted 
by a Colony, upon a Sudden Emergency. Nature and Experience have already pointed out the Solution of 
this Problem, in the Choice of Conventions and Committees of Safety. Nothing is wanting in Addition to 
these to make a compleat Government, but the Appointment of Magistrates for the due Administration 
of Justice. 

 



taking Nature and Experience for my Guide I have made the following Sketch, which may be varied in 
any one particular an infinite Number of Ways, So as to accommodate it to the different Genius, 
Temper, Principles and even Prejudices of different People. 

A Legislative, an Executive and a judicial Power, comprehend the whole of what is meant and 
understood by Government. It is by ballancing each of these Powers against the other two, that the 
Effort in human nature towards Tyranny can alone be checked and restrained and any degree of 
Freedom preserved in the Constitution. 

DOC 4: Boston Massacre 

 


