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Prompt:​ ​List​ ​and​ ​justify​ ​the​ ​innate​ ​differences​ ​between​ ​the​ ​visions​ ​for​ ​government​ ​from 
the​ ​colonies​ ​and​ ​Great​ ​Britain. 
 
DOC​ ​1:​ ​Common​ ​Sense​ ​by​ ​Thomas​ ​Paine​ ​1776 
 

Some​ ​writers​ ​have​ ​explained​ ​the​ ​English​ ​constitution​ ​thus;​ ​the​ ​king,​ ​say​ ​they,​ ​is 
one,​ ​the​ ​people​ ​another;​ ​the​ ​peers​ ​are​ ​an​ ​house​ ​in​ ​behalf​ ​of​ ​the​ ​king;​ ​the​ ​commons​ ​in 
behalf​ ​of​ ​the​ ​people;​ ​but​ ​this​ ​hath​ ​all​ ​the​ ​distinctions​ ​of​ ​an​ ​house​ ​divided​ ​against​ ​itself; 
and​ ​though​ ​the​ ​expressions​ ​be​ ​pleasantly​ ​arranged,​ ​yet​ ​when​ ​examined​ ​they​ ​appear 
idle​ ​and​ ​ambiguous;​ ​and​ ​it​ ​will​ ​always​ ​happen,​ ​that​ ​the​ ​nicest​ ​construction​ ​that​ ​words 
are​ ​capable​ ​of,​ ​when​ ​applied​ ​to​ ​the​ ​description​ ​of​ ​some​ ​thing​ ​which​ ​either​ ​cannot​ ​exist, 
or​ ​is​ ​too​ ​incomprehensible​ ​to​ ​be​ ​within​ ​the​ ​compass​ ​of​ ​description,​ ​will​ ​be​ ​words​ ​of 
sound​ ​only,​ ​and​ ​though​ ​they​ ​may​ ​amuse​ ​the​ ​ear,​ ​they​ ​cannot​ ​inform​ ​the​ ​mind,​ ​for​ ​this 
explanation​ ​includes​ ​a​ ​previous​ ​question,​ ​viz.​ ​How​ ​came​ ​the​ ​king​ ​by​ ​a​ ​power​ ​which​ ​the 
people​ ​are​ ​afraid​ ​to​ ​trust,​ ​and​ ​always​ ​obliged​ ​to​ ​check?​ ​Such​ ​a​ ​power​ ​could​ ​not​ ​be​ ​the 
gift​ ​of​ ​a​ ​wise​ ​people,​ ​neither​ ​can​ ​any​ ​power,​ ​which​ ​needs​ ​checking,​ ​be​ ​from​ ​God;​ ​yet 
the​ ​provision,​ ​which​ ​the​ ​constitution​ ​makes,​ ​supposes​ ​such​ ​a​ ​power​ ​to​ ​exist. 
 
DOC​ ​2:​ ​The​ ​Declaration​ ​of​ ​Independence​ ​by​ ​Thomas​ ​Jefferson​ ​1776 
 

In​ ​every​ ​stage​ ​of​ ​these​ ​Oppressions​ ​We​ ​have​ ​Petitioned​ ​for​ ​Redress​ ​in​ ​the​ ​most 
humble​ ​terms:​ ​Our​ ​repeated​ ​Petitions​ ​have​ ​been​ ​answered​ ​only​ ​by​ ​repeated​ ​injury.​ ​A 
Prince​ ​whose​ ​character​ ​is​ ​thus​ ​marked​ ​by​ ​every​ ​act​ ​which​ ​may​ ​define​ ​a​ ​Tyrant,​ ​is​ ​unfit 
to​ ​be​ ​the​ ​ruler​ ​of​ ​a​ ​free​ ​people.​ ​Nor​ ​have​ ​We​ ​been​ ​wanting​ ​in​ ​attentions​ ​to​ ​our​ ​Brittish 
brethren.​ ​We​ ​have​ ​warned​ ​them​ ​from​ ​time​ ​to​ ​time​ ​of​ ​attempts​ ​by​ ​their​ ​legislature​ ​to 
extend​ ​an​ ​unwarrantable​ ​jurisdiction​ ​over​ ​us.​ ​We​ ​have​ ​reminded​ ​them​ ​of​ ​the 
circumstances​ ​of​ ​our​ ​emigration​ ​and​ ​settlement​ ​here.​ ​We​ ​have​ ​appealed​ ​to​ ​their​ ​native 
justice​ ​and​ ​magnanimity,​ ​and​ ​we​ ​have​ ​conjured​ ​them​ ​by​ ​the​ ​ties​ ​of​ ​our​ ​common​ ​kindred 
to​ ​disavow​ ​these​ ​usurpations,​ ​which,​ ​would​ ​inevitably​ ​interrupt​ ​our​ ​connections​ ​and 
correspondence.​ ​They​ ​too​ ​have​ ​been​ ​deaf​ ​to​ ​the​ ​voice​ ​of​ ​justice​ ​and​ ​of​ ​consanguinity. 
We​ ​must,​ ​therefore,​ ​acquiesce​ ​in​ ​the​ ​necessity,​ ​which​ ​denounces​ ​our​ ​Separation,​ ​and 
hold​ ​them,​ ​as​ ​we​ ​hold​ ​the​ ​rest​ ​of​ ​mankind,​ ​Enemies​ ​in​ ​War,​ ​in​ ​Peace​ ​Friends. 
 
 
 
 



DOC​ ​3:​ ​Two​ ​Treatises​ ​of​ ​Government​ ​by​ ​John​ ​Locke​ ​1689 
 

Man​ ​being​ ​born,​ ​as​ ​has​ ​been​ ​proved,​ ​with​ ​a​ ​title​ ​to​ ​perfect 
freedom​ ​and​ ​an​ ​uncontrolled​ ​enjoyment​ ​of​ ​all​ ​the​ ​rights​ ​and​ ​privileges 
of​ ​the​ ​law​ ​of​ ​Nature,​ ​equally​ ​with​ ​any​ ​other​ ​man,​ ​or​ ​number​ ​of​ ​men​ ​in 
the​ ​world,​ ​hath​ ​by​ ​nature​ ​a​ ​power​ ​not​ ​only​ ​to​ ​preserve​ ​his​ ​property— 
that​ ​is,​ ​his​ ​life,​ ​liberty,​ ​and​ ​estate,​ ​against​ ​the​ ​injuries​ ​and​ ​attempts​ ​of 
other​ ​men,​ ​but​ ​to​ ​judge​ ​of​ ​and​ ​punish​ ​the​ ​breaches​ ​of​ ​that​ ​law​ ​in​ ​others, 
as​ ​he​ ​is​ ​persuaded​ ​the​ ​offence​ ​deserves,​ ​even​ ​with​ ​death​ ​itself,​ ​in​ ​crimes 
where​ ​the​ ​heinousness​ ​of​ ​the​ ​fact,​ ​in​ ​his​ ​opinion,​ ​requires​ ​it.​ ​But​ ​be- 
cause​ ​no​ ​political​ ​society​ ​can​ ​be,​ ​nor​ ​subsist,​ ​without​ ​having​ ​in​ ​itself 
the​ ​power​ ​to​ ​preserve​ ​the​ ​property,​ ​and​ ​in​ ​order​ ​thereunto​ ​punish​ ​the 
offences​ ​of​ ​all​ ​those​ ​of​ ​that​ ​society,​ ​there,​ ​and​ ​there​ ​only,​ ​is​ ​political 
society​ ​where​ ​every​ ​one​ ​of​ ​the​ ​members​ ​hath​ ​quitted​ ​this​ ​natural​ ​power, 
resigned​ ​it​ ​up​ ​into​ ​the​ ​hands​ ​of​ ​the​ ​community​ ​in​ ​all​ ​cases​ ​that​ ​exclude 
him​ ​not​ ​from​ ​appealing​ ​for​ ​protection​ ​to​ ​the​ ​law​ ​established​ ​by​ ​it.​ ​And 
thus​ ​all​ ​private​ ​judgment​ ​of​ ​every​ ​particular​ ​member​ ​being​ ​excluded, 
the​ ​community​ ​comes​ ​to​ ​be​ ​umpire,​ ​and​ ​by​ ​understanding​ ​indifferent 
rules​ ​and​ ​men​ ​authorised​ ​by​ ​the​ ​community​ ​for​ ​their​ ​execution,​ ​decides 
all​ ​the​ ​differences​ ​that​ ​may​ ​happen​ ​between​ ​any​ ​members​ ​of​ ​that​ ​soci- 
ety​ ​concerning​ ​any​ ​matter​ ​of​ ​right,​ ​and​ ​punishes​ ​those​ ​offences​ ​which 
any​ ​member​ ​hath​ ​committed​ ​against​ ​the​ ​society​ ​with​ ​such​ ​penalties​ ​as 
the​ ​law​ ​has​ ​established;​ ​whereby​ ​it​ ​is​ ​easy​ ​to​ ​discern​ ​who​ ​are,​ ​and​ ​are 
not,​ ​in​ ​political​ ​society​ ​together.​ ​Those​ ​who​ ​are​ ​united​ ​into​ ​one​ ​body, 
and​ ​have​ ​a​ ​common​ ​established​ ​law​ ​and​ ​judicature​ ​to​ ​appeal​ ​to,​ ​with 
authority​ ​to​ ​decide​ ​controversies​ ​between​ ​them​ ​and​ ​punish​ ​offenders, 
are​ ​in​ ​civil​ ​society​ ​one​ ​with​ ​another;​ ​but​ ​those​ ​who​ ​have​ ​no​ ​such​ ​com- 
mon​ ​appeal,​ ​I​ ​mean​ ​on​ ​earth,​ ​are​ ​still​ ​in​ ​the​ ​state​ ​of​ ​Nature,​ ​each​ ​being 
where​ ​there​ ​is​ ​no​ ​other,​ ​judge​ ​for​ ​himself​ ​and​ ​executioner;​ ​which​ ​is,​ ​as 
I​ ​have​ ​before​ ​showed​ ​it,​ ​the​ ​perfect​ ​state​ ​of​ ​Nature. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DOC​ ​4:​ ​Poor​ ​Old​ ​England​ ​1777 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 


